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The PRINTER to the READER. 


Reader, 

Howgh relations of thoſe Conntreys , 

with whom we hat e bad long ard fre- 
quent Commerce, (which /\nppoſes ur know- 
ing of things ether curious er needful \may 
be eſteemed ſupe: fluons : yet for the better 
under flanding of theſe ſhort obſervations, 
it ſeems very neceſſary: for it 55 ſuppoſed 
they were intended by the Amthor ( whos 
you will find ingemons ) either to pleaſe 
himſelf or delight the fancies of thoſe that 
are acquainted with the faſhions of the 
Comntrey. 

He renders the Hollander an infenumts 
ſubtle people , and if he be a little 109 free 
with them in their vices , "tis pardonable ; 
for when he obſerves their vertues , he en- 
deavonrit 0 maky requitall. 

To commend it were 10 detr att; that 
' were pity, for it is too little already; but 
being ſo, you may with more caſe try whe 
ther 48 deſerves it. A2 T 


TEEN” 


Tothe Reader, 
T o make large Preambles, were not onl 
ro be rnlike our Ambor, but toereft « grea 
gate to a ſmall Cot tage. 


It was thought deſerving the Preſſe; 1 
have done my part,do you but yours . that 
$5, peruſe it ,and add it to Jour Library. 


Farewell, 


Obſervations of the Low- (C ountries, | 


eſpecially HOLLAND. 


T Hey are generally a Sea-land : 
there is not ſuch a marith inthe 
world that is flat. They, are.an 

univerſall quagmire ; epitomi- 
ſed, a green cheeſe in pickle : ſuch an E- 
u:1ibrian of earth and water, that a 
bro earthquake would ſhake them 
into a Chaos : they are the ingrediencs 
of a black pudding , and'want oply ſtir- 
ring , elſe you would have more bread 
then greets: then have you no way to 
make it ſcrve for any thing, but ro 
pread it nnder Zona Torrideand ſo dry 
t for Turfes. It 15: an excefient place 
or deſpairing lovers; for each corner 
fords them Willow ; but if Juſtice 


ny other Tree, he might live long and 
onfident. It. is 'the | buttock of , the 
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ould condemn one to be hang=d on. 
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world, full of veines and blond, but ho 
ones. Had St. Srepben been condemned 
therc to be ſtoned, he might have lived | 
Rill, for { unlefſe ic be in their paved 
| Townsy'gotd is more plentifull chan f 
{ fone. Je 5a fingularplace to fat mon- | 
kies, for there are ſpiders as big as fj 
ſhrimps, and (1 think ) as many. You Þ}/ 
miy ' travell the Conntrey without a ſh 
| Snkde,'for'yoh cannot go out of the 
| Tode Withont hazard of drowning. A 
| King char hated crowding , might have 
runaway Without — for his Ulher, þ; 
forte can-go no whither bur his way i5Þþ 
| Whdebefore him, Had they Cities asþ,, 
| Sig as their Walls, Rome were'but af; 
bazbleto them. Twenty miles are no+fp. 
| Ehingtobrhacried overin one of theirg,,, 
{ Wapgons; Where, if the Voer-man beſfy,, 
Yoher, y onrravell-ſafec ;\ Bur deicendinghh« 
Nil thence you muſt have beter Fairle, 
| ThievProrhatl , or you fink immediate 
| ly, ifyotr faith be nochis: thus it hang 
| -im the watcr, and atthe approach of rt 
| aytggon, it will ſhake ks of it were agngAi, 
RAticken, The 'DukeD' Alva taxingriffct 
ad. ec 
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tenth penny, frighted it:into. a Pally , 
which all the Mountebanks it had bred 
-and had,knew not how to cure, They do 
ſome things which ſeem wonders ; for 
they fiſh for fire in the waters,, which + | 
they catch innets, and tranſport to land} * 
in their poats., where they ſpread. it 
ſmoorh, as a Mercer doth his Velvet. 
yhen he rooksan heir of eighteen. Thus 
deing in a meddow, you would ſuppoſe 
t acantle of green-cheele , ſpread over 
ith black butter. Their ordinary Pack» 
horſes are fram'd of wood, carrying 
Sheir bridles in their tailes, and their 
Þurdens in their bellies, & a ſtrong wind 
bn: (tiffe gale arethe ſpurs that make them 
*Ipcedy. Theydrefle their meat with aqas 
Ez/eſtis; for their water ſprings are not 
Ske ours, from the earth, but come to 
mcm as Mannato the Hraclites, from 
eaven ; the Elements here are at vari» 
acc, the ſubtile-overflow the groſler , 
oc fire conſuming the earth; and the 
r the waters; for they burn Turfs, and. 
Fain their grounds with Wind-mills,as | 
Frke Collick were a remedy for the 
S "10 
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/ Stone. The! Land they have is kept_as 


neat'asa Conrtiers-beard, and they bave 
a'method in mowing, Ir is ſo intervein- 
ed with waters and rivers, that it 15 im- 
poſſible ro' make a Common amongl(t 
them. Even the Browniſts are here ac a 
ſt#nd. The poor are never- complained 
of for breaking of hedges; ſurely had 
the men of Gotham lived here, they 
would have ſtadied ſome other priſon 
for 'the- Cyckow. . Their ditches they 
frame as they liſt, and diſtinguiſh them 
into 'noecks , as my Lord Mayors Cook 


- | dorh his cuſtards, they cleanſe them of- 


ten, bur iris as Phyſicians give their po- 
tions, more to catch the fih, then caſt 
out the mud. Though their countrey be 
that of the main, yet every houſe ſtands 
aSi\ttwere an Iland, and that (chough a 
Boer dwell in it) looks as {mug as a Lx- 
dy-new-painted, A gallants-maſquing 
ſajt fits not more neatly , thea a rc 
cartage of many years wearing: 
find jt dry, it is imoraced with vines 4 
if lower ſeaced, it is only a cloſe haroot 
within. a plump of Willows, aud pla 
PI | A 
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nt enough, 4: lung as the dog-daics _ 
laſt; but they overpalt,you mult prattile 
wading or.ſwimming,or remain priſon- 
er till che Spring,only a hard froſt, with 
thehelp of ſ1:dges, may releaſe you. The 
Bridge to this is an outlandi{h planch, 
wich a box of {tones ro poiſe it with, like 
a Quiatin , which with the leaſt help, 
tura round like a Headſ-man, and whin 
the maſter is 6ver, ſtands drawne, and 
then he 1s 17 his Caſtle; 'ris ſure his fear 
that mikes him ſuſpicious ; © therefore” 
that he may ſ. e who enters, his Window! 
i3 eycr over his door; but may be to 
ew his pedigree; for ( though his An- 
cltyrs were never known) their Armes 
are thre, which in ſpighr of the Herald, 
ſhall bezr their aichicyemencs with the 
helmec of a Buron ar leaſt; marry the 
field perhaps ſhill be charged with bas» 
kets, toſh:w his Fathers trade pours 
trayed. When you are entrcd, the firlt 
thins you ſhall enc:unrer is a looking- 
o| , che next, the Velletls mar(ſhalld a- 


g bout the houſe like watchmen, all 4s 


neat, aSif they were in a Ladies Cadi- 
ner; 
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net; for (unleſſe it be themſelves ) none 
of Gods creatures loſe any of their na- 
tive beauty there. Their houſes (eſpecial- 
ly in the Cities are the beſt eye- beauties 
in the Countrey, and in coſt and ſightli- 
neſſe, far exceed onr Engliſh, wanting 
only their magnificence; Their lineings 
are richer too than their out. ſides, not 
in hangings , but Pifures, which the | 
pooreſt there are furniſhed with: Nor a | 
Sowter but hath his toics for ornament: 
were the knacks of all their houſes ſer 
togcrher, there were not ſuch a Bartho- | 
lomew. fair in Europe. Their Artiſts 
( for theſe are as rare as thou he ) for 
they can paint a'fat-Hen in her feathers, 
and if you want their language, you 
may learn a great deale on the Signe- 
polts ; what they are , they ever write 
uader them; in that only they deale 
plzinly, and by this device, hang more 
bonelly.then they keep. Their 5 0 mes 
are but ſcverall hand-boxes, whercin 
y: u mult .;cher ſwallow your fpiccle, 
or bluſh when you ſee a Mop brought 
in,. Their beds are no other then Land 
| cabblin 
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cabbins, high enough to need a. Ladder 
or ſtajrs.; once up, you are walled in 
with wain-ſcot; and that is good diſcre- 


tion, to avoid the making wills every 


night, for once falling out will break 
your neck perfely, But if you dic in 


ir, you leave your friends this comfort, : 


that you died in clean linnen : whatſqe- 


ver.their eſtates be, their linnen rauſt be 
fine; therefore from Amſterdam they : 


have bani(ht Sea- coal;and leaſt it ſhould 
{oil cheir buildings,of whichthe Statelier 


ſort are oft ſententions,& in their fronts: 
carry ſome conceit of the Author. Their: 


houſes they keep cleaner than their bg- 
dies, and their bodies than their ſoules. 
Go to one, you ſhall find the Andirans 
thut upin Network ; at a ſecond, the 
warning pan muffled up in Italian cut« 
work; ata third, the skimmer lay in 
Cambrick. For their propenſion to Ves 
nery, *Zis true , their women are not ſa 
ready at a ſpurt ; for neither are they 
fo generally. bred tq it, nor are their 
men ſuch linnen þ{:rers. Idleneffe aud 
Courtſhip have not baniſhed honeſty 
B 2 LRENCE 
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thence. They tattle-much , and do leſſe 

yet theit bloud runs hugh, and their vein. 
are tull, which arguzs {trength; and 1 

the Court turn them Gallaots, they will 
take up the cultome of entertaining La- 
dies: and having once dune it, I believe 
they will be notable: forl have heard 
they trade more for. love than money , : 
bur *tis for the trick, not the man: and - 
therefore when they hike the labuur, 
they will reward the workman : other- 
wiſc thiir grofle feeding and clownilh 
educat.on., hath ſpoiled them from be- 
 1rg nobly minded. Bat | give you this on, 
bare report, exp: rience not having made 
m2 wiſe. They are generally boerith,, 
yet may be bred Stateſmen , none of 
them being ſo nice of Conlcience, but 
they can turn oat Religion, to let in Po- 
licy. Their Countrey is their God they 
worllhip, war their heaven , peace their 
hell, and the croſle Spaniard cheit divell, 
Caltome is their Law, and Will their 
Rcaſon : you may” looner convert a 
Jew, than make an 61dinary Dutchman 
yeeld to arguments that crolle him, An 
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d Fryer is ſooner turned Puritan, than 

: Waggoner perſwaded not 40 bait 
ice in nine miles. His ſoule is com- 

| fos'd of Evglith beer, and his body of 

= fickled herring, which renders him co- 

- 

| 


veand tcſty ; theſe two with a litcle . 


utter are the ingredients of a meer 

, - Purchman, which a voyage to the Eiſt- 

| - Indics, by th- heat of the Equinoall 

+ (Qonſolidates, 1f you fee him taryhe hath 

- Þ$::ncooped in a root-yard, and that 

h. hath blubberd him. For their condicions, 
= {hey are churliſh, and \ without doubt). 
n. fcry ancient: for they were bred before 
le fnanners were in taſhion.. They ſhould. 
\, {n3ke good Juſtices, tor they neirherre- 
pf ſpec perſons nor apparrell. A Boer in 
at. Þi3 bucrer-ſlops thall be equally encer- 
d- Bain'd with a Cuuicier 19 his bravery, 
'y Whey are fcIdome deceived, for they 
ir rut no body ; ſo by conlequence they 
1, Þrc better.co hold a Foit-than win it, 
ir yet chey can do boch. TIrult them, you 
alt if you travell; for, to call forfa bill 
0 them, is to dive into a Waſps neit, 
omplcment is an 1dlenefſe they were 
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never train'd'bp in; and it i5 their happi-ſſc 
neſſe that the Court hath nor ſtoln a-ſj 
way their minds : Their being Saylorsf 
af Sonndicrs, hath marr'd two parts al- 

ready ; and if they be bathed once infli 
Courr-oyl, they are painted trap-doors, 

and ſhall ſuffer the Jews to build a Ciry 
where Harlem-mere is, then cozen them + 
of it. They ſhall abuſe a ſtranger for 
nothing, atid after a few bale rermes, 

ſcratch one another to be a Carbonador, þÞ 
as they flea Rockers. 'Nothing can-quiet 
them but money and liberty, which ha- 
ving gotten, they abuſe both; but if you 
tell them ſo, yonawake their fury ; and 
you may ſooner caim the Sea, then con. 
Jure tht into compaſl: again, They are 
atl m a manner Aquatills, and therefore 
the Spaniards call them water-dogs. If 
agree not witk them, yer I think they 
can catch a duck as ſoon, They love none 
but ſach as do for them; and when their 
turh js ſerved. neglet them. They have 
no friends but their kinred, which: meet 
at every wedding-fealt, like Tribes a- 
mong chemſelyes. - All chat help them 
"Ys nor 


of HOLLAND. 15' 
ſlot they hold Popith, and think it a 
-Siece of honeſty to rail againſt the Kin 
þf Spain, Their ſhipping -is their Babeſl 
ſFhey boaſt of, for the glory of their Na- 
ion; it is (indeed) wonderful), and they 
vill have ir ſo. But we may well hope, 
hey will never be potent by Land , leſt 
hey ſhew us how doggedly they can in- 
Fult where they ger the maſtery, Their 
{Navies are the ſcourge of Spain, and 
pills wherewith they purge the Indies, 
Nature hath not bred them ſo ative by 
and as others, but at Sea they are Wa-- 
'@er-divells, and attempt things incredi- 
|Þle. Their Ships lic like bigh woods in 
.Fwinter, and if you view them on the 
> North (ide, you wil freeze: for they ride 
>Bſo thick, that thr ugh them you can ſee 
[Io Sun, Saylors with them , are as com- 
[mon as beggers with us. They can rail, 
Bſwear, juggle, ſteal, and be lowſie alike ; 
rfbut co examine the reſt, a glcck of theie 
{knaves arc worth a mournevall of ours, 
|l of them are Sea-men byIrn, and like 
rogscin live on land or Water. Not a 
thrclher amongſt them , but can handle 


” 
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an Oar, ſteer a Buar, raiſe a maſt, and 
ken yoy «over the rougheſt paſſage. 
Their Government 1s Democratical,ai.d 
there had need le many Rulers over 
ſuch a rabble of r::de ones. Tcll chem of 
a King; and they will cut your throat in 
earneſt; the very Name imports ſcrvi- 
tude; they ſpice it mo e then a Jew doth 
Bacon, ot a Wood-man, 61d-age. None 
among them hath any authoriry by inhe- 
ritance; that were the way to parcell 
out the; Countrey itto Families, Thiy 
are all choſen as we chole Aldermen, 


more for their wealth than th-ir wit] 


which they ſo over-+ftet. that mijn 


Here ſhall paſſe the ſtrect like an old 


r 
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Ape, without a tuil after him ; and ifÞs 


they may bc had cheap, ha]l daub his fa- 
ced gowa with a ſltvcr worth of pick'ed 
heriing, which him{(clf tal: carry home 
13 altring. The common voice hath gi- 
ven him pre-eminencc, and he loaths it, 
living as when he was a Bvuer: but, if 


Jt 
| 


tl 
{ 


pardon be granted for what is paſt, they 
are about to think it time to-learn more 
civility, Their Jultice is (tric, if it croſle 

not 
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not policy ; but rather then hinder tra- 
fick,they wil tolerate any thing. There is 
not ſuch-a Den of ſubtle foxes as Am- 
ſterdam , there you may bz what beaſt 
you plcale, ſo. you pulh not the State 
with your horns. It is an Univerſity cf 
all Opinions, which grow in it confu- 
ſ:dly, as ſtocks in Norway, without or- 
der or pruning. If you be not ſetled in 
your Religion , you may there try all, 
an dat laſt take what you liſt. The Fapiſts 


there muſt not Maſle it publikely, not 


becauſe ie is moſt hated, -but becaule the 
Spaniard abridgeth the Proteſtant, and 
key had rather ſhew 3 little ſplcen,then 


Inot cry quittance with the Earmy, This 
Þs their warrant, which rthey' retaliate 
ſuſtly; and for this reaſon, rather then 
hc Dunkirks (hall want hanging, Am- 


| 


\ 
.Smnay be cholc are they, otherwiſe Maul- 


crdam, which hath none ot her owne, 
il borrow a Hangman' of Harlem, In 


| their Families they are alt «quilts, and 


you have no way to find the Maſtcr and 
iſtris, uolcfle 't be in bed together ; It 


in will prate as Much, laugh as loud, 
a Aide - Moan 


L2H - 


Father will! bargain with the ſchool-ri* 


*marre cher inche making. Meh and We 
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and fic on her tail as well as her Miſtris, 
Had Logicians lived there firſt, Father 
and Son had not ſo lonp'pafſed'for Re- 
Tatives, they a:e there wholly Individa- 
alls, for no denionſtrante of duty or au: 
thority can diſtinguiſh them ;'as if they 
had bren created fogether, and not ſuc- 
ceſſively born: the Mother bidding her 
Danghter good-nighr , 'and kiffing her 

is a punuall bleſſing. YSur tran ſhaflbe 
malcpertly ſaucy, and you muſt not 
ſtrike him ; if you do, he ſhall comphair 
£0 the States, and have recompence, It is 
a dainty place to pleaſe boyes m, for the 


fter not to whip him, if he dv, he wil 
revenge him with his knife, and have 
law for it. Their appirtell is ciyill 
nough, and good enough, but very wy}. 
'comely, uſually it hath more'ſtvffe they. 
ſhape: only womers Trinkers are com. 
moans m Winter, bat*rrs pity they 
have not the wit to leave them off whe 
Summer comes, Some of their wom 
would bave good faces, if chey did it 
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men are ſtarched ſo blue , that when 
they grow old, you would verily think 
cf you ſaw.old winter ſtanding up to the 
I neck in a barrell of blue ſtarch. The men 
| arc tolerably clad, unleſſe they encline 
U'J to the Sea-faſhion, and then their flops 
YE yawn at the knees; as.if they were about. 
uwmetcifully. to devoure their ſhanks, 
They are far from going naked, for of a 
whole waman, yon can ſee but a, piece: 
Þ of her face; as for her hands, they thew 
herts be.a (ſhrewd labourer, which you 
'f ſhall alwaics had, as it were 10 recom- 
pence, laden with rings, to the cracking 
J of their fiogers:and (he will rather want 
meat then a Cartrope of filver , hu 


with keys. Their gowns are fit to hide | 


| zreat bellies, but they make them ſhow 

{o-unhandſome, that men do not careto. 

get them. Marry this you ſhall ever find 
F to their commendations, their ſmocks 
F areever whiter than their skins, much 

cleaner, and far ſweeter. They rail at-us 
for our-variqus change of habit, bur 
plead for their own more earneſtly then 
lay-Catholikes for their faith , which 
GC 2 they 
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they reſolye to Keep,becauſe their Ance- 
ſtors lived and died init. For their diet, 
they eat much, and ſpend little';; when 
they ſend out a fleet to the Eaſt-Indies, 
they live three moneths on the Offails., 
which here would ſurfeir a ſwine. In 
their houſes, roots and ſtock-hth are ſta- 
ple commodities. At their feaſts when 
they have fleſh,they have the art to kerp 
it hot,as long as oar Fleet-lane c 0ks do 
incaſe 1'd Pork. To a feaſt they come rea- 
dily, but once ſet , you muſt kave pati- 
ence, for they are longer eating their 
meat, than we in dreſſing it. You con- 
clade ſnapper betimes, if you get away by 
day-brea k. It is a piece of good manners 
(if there be any)to carry away a piece of 
Apple-pic in your pocket ; their time 
they ſpend in eating well, drinking 
much, and prating moſt. 
In this progrefl: you have ſeen ſome- 


What of their evills; now vbſcrve them, 


Solomon tells ns of four things very (mal, 
but fall of wifdome;the P:iſmire,the'Co-' 


| ny, the Spider, and the Graſhopper, and 


they are all for providence, I hey are the 
Piſmires 


- 
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Piſmires of the world, who having no-' 
thing but what the grafle yeelds them; 
are (yet) for all provilions become the! 
ſ{tore-houſe of Chriltendome. They are 
f-vgall to the ſaving of Egg-thells, and 
maintain for a maxime ,' that many an 
old thing mended, will laſt longer than 
anew. Their Cities are their mole-hills,. | 
whence their ſhips and fly-boats creep | 
and return, laden for winter with ſtore. | 
For dwelling in rocks they are Coneys;z- 
where haveyou under heaven, ſuch im«: 
pregnable Fortifications;, where: Art- 
beautifies Nattre, and Art makes Nature 
invincible? Indeed herein they difter;the 
Coneys had rocks, and they make them; © | if 
and,asif chey would invert Aoſes mira=+, | | 
cles; they raiſe them in! the boſome, of, 
the waves of Bemſters land, where with- 
11 theſe eighteen years ſhips furrowed 
the pathleſk: Ocean, the peaccfuli plow | 
embowels the fruiztull earth. For war ; 
they-are C:a-hoppers; forthey goe out; 


he re rr OC 


ſuch a ſchool of marciall diſcipline. For 
aduſtry, they are Spiders, and live in 
the 
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the PaJaces.of Kings: None baye the like: 
iptelligetce, Their: Marchants: are this 
day;the greateſt in. the Univerſe, What. 
Nation is.it, whereinto they have not in- 
ſinuated themſelves ? nay, which they 
have not Anatomiz'd and diſcovered the 
intricate veinsof it2 All they do, is with 
ſyck labour, i as it ſeemes to-be extracted 
out of their own bowells; and by them 
we may learn, that no rain fructifies like 
the dew of ſweat. You would think (be- 
Ing withthem,) you wereinmold Ifract; 
for there isnot'a.vegger amongit them: 
if he be unable; he finds an Hoſpital! , if 
he would depart, he (hal have money. for 
| his Convoy; if ſtay, he (hall have work. 
And, leſt you ſhould in fruitlefle 
mourning, their burialls end by two a 
chock. Even their Bedlam is a place: fo 
& curioufly kept, that a Lord might live in 
'" it: Their Hoſpirall might lodge a Lady ; 
i their Bridewella Gentlewoman, an 
iſ their common priſon a rich Citizen:but, 
| for a poor man, it is the beſt refige;for, 
he char caſt him in, mult keep him there. ' 
Even their dwelling is a A 
| | | IVC 
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live lower than the'very Fiſh in the Lap 
of their floods, and incirculed in their 
watery camps, they ſeemutke the Itrae- 
lites paſſing the Red Sea. Their Watts 
wall chem in, and if they open their Shu. 
ces, they drown their enemi-s, Again, ; 
they are the Indian rats, gnawing the © 
bowells of the Spaniſh'Crocodiles,jnto || 
which they -got when they paped to || 
ſwallow them : thy are the Serpems:, | | 
wrethed #bonr the legs of thatElephanie 
his almolt invincible mnumerable King- 
ly titles; they are the Sword-fiſh nnder 
the Whale; they are the warre of -rhit 
>rear Emipice which increaſed in! /ſabote 
1a,and when Charles the fitth was at the 
full. They are che Glafle whercin Kings 
may ſee, that nothing makes a more def- 
perate rebellion, than Prerogatives too 
far urged; that oppreſſion is to heat an 
iron, till it burn your hactd; that an ex- 
treme taxation, 1s to ſteal away the ho» 

ney, till the Bees leave the hive; that 

th: ir own tyranny is the greateſt enemy 
to theiveſtate: that a defire of being roo 
abſolute, is co preſle a thorne that will 
"rick 


_—_— a . 


2 A Deſcription, &c, 


| prick you: thatto debar an eſtate of an» 
|. c.entpriviledges, is to make a ſtreame 
l -more violent by Roppiog ir; that unjuſt 
 -policy is toiſhoot (as they did-at Oſtend) 

4ntothe mouth of a charged,Canon,and 

to have.two bullets returned for one ; 
 thatadmonitionsof a dying man are too 
| deriqus to be neg'eRed. 


= 


Ss canclude,the Countrey ig ſelf ; is 
oarcd Caſtle-keeping two of the ri- 
ft jewells 'in-the-world in it, the 
zen of Bohemia, and the Princeſle of 
117 Orange. The-peopleare all Jews of the 
16s News Feltawentyapd-in fine have chang- 

agching but the Law for the Goſpel. 
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